[bookmark: _Hlk65685574]MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD VIRTUALLY VIA TEAMS ON WEDNESDAY 18th FEBRUARY 2026 at 7.30PM

PRESENT: -                               MRS Y NOCK (CHAIRMAN) PRESIDING
      PRESENT COUNCILLORS:   MR T RICHARDS, MR G BOWEN                                                          
      APOLOGIES :-                             MR R LEES, CCLR V WILSON, MRS S OLIVER , MRS N JAMES PCSO’s                                                                                 
      OTHERS :-                                 MRS S FARLEY CLERK, MR R PAINTER,
      
                                  
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS –
Section 17 – reminds Parish Councils to review if any of the decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have implications in relation to crime, disorder, anti-social behavior or community safety in general.
Cllr Lees: as a member of South Staffordshire District Council (SSDC), will reconsider any planning applications at District level taking into account all relevant evidence and representations at that tier and at District level will declare an interest arising from membership of this Parish Council when expressing a view on any relative matters

POLICE REPORT -  (19/1/2026 – 17/2/2026 as received )

Public bodies can only disclose information if they have the power to do so. Section 115 of the Crime and Disorder Act provides a power to exchange information where disclosure is necessary to support the local Crime Reduction Strategy and Partnership in achieving the aims of the Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy and objectives outlined within it.
The degree of disclosure that takes place must be proportionate and relevant to the level of social ill or criminality it is intended to counter or prevent.
The information is only to be processed in relation to crime and disorder purposes. Information will be handled in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, the Human Rights Act 1998 and any other relevant legislation governing disclosures and will ultimately be disposed of in a secure manner. 

Statistics:
Burglary (residential): None
Burglary (Business): None
Vehicle Crime : None
Anti-social behaviour : None
With thanks from your local officers,
PCSO Paula WILKES (06635)Email: paula.wilkes@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Alexandra RATHBONE (23938) Email: alexandra.rathbone@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Julia WELLS (16814) Email: julia.wells@staffordshire.police.uk
Helpful links
Volunteers requested for community speed watch, further information found at:
http://www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-community/community-speed-watch 
Keep in touch with regular Smart Alert’s for your area:
https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/
Social media:

[image: ]  @Staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police
[image: ] @SStaffsPolice
Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Live chat’ service accessible on our website, instead of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: - 

Online payments authorised at the meeting by Cllrs – 
· Monthly bank charges 10/12/25 – 9/1/2026 - £4.25

MATTERS ARISING:-

· New Site for SID: The required site has been specified to the contractors and a quote received. For safety reasons, it was decided to have the old pipe on the site removed as it is proud of ground level.
· Railway Walk Litter Bin Move: This is awaiting a move by Baggeridge Country Park.
· [bookmark: _Hlk222390238]Play Area, new webbing under equipment: A 30% deposit was agreed as soon as the invoice was received. A blunder at the company which will carry out the work transpired with the materials being delivered early. Cllr Lees had contacted OCL who have agreed to provide water for the work to be carried out. Cllr Richards to contact the company to ask if joins between sheets of webbing could be avoided where there is heavy usage, i.e. immediately under swing seats and where feet hit the ground leaving the slide, and also to see if work could be carried out earlier now that materials are on site.
· Cllr James attended the Parish Councils Assembly in Kinver on 27th January, where the Staffs Parish Councils Association officer spoke about what changes would mean for parish councils after the Government Reorganisation. We will be responsible for providing much more, including street lighting, highway safety and tourism powers which will result in increases to the rates precept we will need.
· Himley Landfill Dudley Rd : Clerk to inform Enforcement of the new illegal access that has been made to the site.


PLANNING APPLICATIONS :-  

None


PLANNING APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION :-  

· 25/00696/COU    Land east of Red Lane, Change of Use from agriculture to Sui Generis (situations which are distinct and thus not easily categorized) – to Dog Exercise Field.  Val 19.08.25, consult to.20.09.25, now extended to 29.01.26, deadline 14.10.25, C.O.  Caitlin Harper.    Entrance and Car Park plans have been amended.                  
· 24/01056/FULM   Land at Park Farm.  The temporary development of a battery energy storage system (BESS) with ancillary infrastructure to provide balancing services to the electricity grid.                                                                                                                                                                                                   Access to site changed to B4176, Dudley Road.  Val 19.11.25, consult to 14.12.25, deadline 18.02. HPC objected.    
· The land in the following application purports to be in Wombourne but a small part of it is actually in Himley Parish, joining the two parishes together.
· 25/01078/OUTM   Land North of Bridgnorth Road. Outline planning application (with all matters reserved except primary means of access from Rosemary Road) for the construction of up to 90 dwellings with associated green, blue and grey infrastructure including ground remodelling and ancillary service infrastructure. Val 16.12.25, consult to 10.01.26, deadline 17.03.26, C.O. Imogen Hopkin.   HPC objected:                                                                                      This application will double the size of the existing site. Traffic is already very heavy at the existing junction and there have been an increased number of accidents since the construction of the existing estate so we only envisage this becoming worse. The development will add to the unrestricted sprawl, and will prevent neighbouring towns to not merge making these areas weak. We wish to preserve the setting of historic towns. There will also be an impact on the green belt across the area of the plan.  Please take these matters into account when considering this application.
Later objection: Further to Himley Parish Council’s objection on 24th December, please add the following objection to this application. The southern boundary of the site is within a few metres of the Himley boundary, and a corner of the site is actually within Himley Parish, not in Wombourne. The boundary between the two parishes is shown by the blue line on your map, the drain/brook. Parishes should be kept apart from each other; and therefore, the whole development would be contrary to the following existing regulations: - 
The fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open; the essential characteristics of Green Belts are their openness and their permanence. Green Belt serves five purposes: a) to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; b) to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another; c) to assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; d) to preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and e) to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict and other urban land. 
The general extent of Green Belts across the country is already established. New Green Belts should only be established in exceptional circumstances, for example when planning for larger scale development such as new settlements or major urban extensions.

PLANNING DECISIONS :- 

None





ANY OTHER BUSINESS INCLUDING RESIDENTS COMPLAINTS :-
· Cllr Nock joined the Locality meeting on 12th Feb where we had reports from Street Scene who also requested suggestions for work needed, were told by Rob Sharratt about funding for falls, walking groups and gentle exercises at leisure centres, plus info on Staffs Warmer Homes Project.
· We had invitations from Staffs & Stoke Integrated Care Board 29th Jan, the Regional Crime Unit 30th Jan, Rynat training for playground inspection 28th Jan, and from Government Exchange to a virtual open course on Negotiation & Influence.
· Himley Residents bordering a field north of the B4176 in Himley received an invitation to join an online consultation between 23rd Jan and 6th Feb, regarding a housing development of 115 properties between the B4176 and the Playing Field, by Clowes Developments. There has not yet been a planning application.
· Wombourne PC have organised a meeting with Bloor Homes for the Himley Meadows extension at their next PC meeting on 23rd Feb.  Room for 55 with Wombourne residents only. 
· Government Reorganisation proposals continue, residents are encouraged to respond with their choice of options between 5th February and 26th March

DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: -   Wednesday 18th  March 2026 at 7.30pm

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50pm

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES  

There is 1 vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Himley Parish Council. Please contact the clerk via email if you would like further details regarding these at clerk@himleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/

For none urgent reports please contact us via 101 or Digital 101.

Social media:

n @staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police

Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Digital 101
Service. A private message can be sent to Staffordshire Police pages on Facebook / Twitter, instead
of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.
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